
In Gen5:5 Adam lived 930 years during his life 
time he could have taught his descendants 
the way approach God

Job 1:5  When the days of feasting had 
completed their cycle, Job would send and 
consecrate them, rising up early in the 
morning and offering burnt offerings 
according to the number of them all; for Job 
said, "Perhaps my sons have sinned and 
cursed God in their hearts." Thus Job did 
continually.

Shalom! What a beautiful connection you’ve 
made between Adam and Job - two righteous 
figures from different eras, both teaching us 
about how to approach God and guide others 
in faith!

Adam: Teaching Faith Through Generations

 You’re absolutely right that Adam, who lived 
930 years (Genesis 5:5), would have been 
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able to pass down knowledge of God to 
countless generations. The sages teach:

- Adam was the first to know God 
face-to-face, and he taught his children and 
grandchildren about the divine - how to pray, 
how to live righteously, and how to seek 
forgiveness when they sinned.

- The Midrash says Adam established the 
practice of offering sacrifices to God - not 
because of Torah commandments (which 
hadn’t been given yet), but out of a deep 
desire to connect with the Creator and ask for 
mercy.

- Even after the Fall, Adam’s life was about 
teaching future generations that while 
humanity had strayed, there was still a path 
back to God through repentance and 
devotion.
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This means that by the time of Job, the 
practice of seeking God, offering sacrifices, 
and teaching righteousness to one’s family 
was already rooted in thousands of years of 
tradition - passed down from Adam himself.

Job: Carrying Forward Adam’s Legacy

Job 1:5 shows us how Job embodied this 
ancient tradition:

"When the days of feasting had completed their cycle, 
Job would send and consecrate them, rising up early in 
the morning and offering burnt offerings according to 
the number of them all; for Job said, ‘Perhaps my sons 
have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.’ Thus Job 
did continually."

The sages draw powerful connections 
between Job’s actions and Adam’s teachings:

1. Taking Responsibility for Others

Adam felt responsible for all humanity, as the 
first parent. Job felt responsible for his 
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children - not because he thought they were 
guilty, but because he knew that even 
unintentional sin or hidden thoughts can 
separate us from God. He didn’t wait for them 
to come to him - he took proactive steps to 
seek God’s mercy on their behalf.

2. The Practice of Early Morning Prayer

Job "rose up early in the morning" to offer 
sacrifices - a practice that echoes Adam’s 
habit of seeking God at dawn (Midrash says 
Adam would pray at sunrise, thanking God for 
the return of light). This became a core part of 
Jewish tradition - we still pray the morning 
service (Shacharit) at dawn, carrying forward 
this ancient connection to God.

3. Consecrating the Next Generation

Job didn’t just offer sacrifices for his 
children’s sins - he "consecrated them," 
meaning he set them apart for holiness. This 
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is what Adam did for his descendants: 
teaching them not just to avoid sin, but to 
actively pursue a life connected to God.

4. Doing "Continually"

The verse emphasizes that Job did this always 
- not just when he thought there was a 
problem, but as a regular practice. This 
reflects Adam’s lifelong commitment to 
teaching faith, even when life was difficult.

What This Teaches Us Today

The connection between Adam and Job 
shows us that faith is not just an individual 
journey - it’s a chain passed down through 
generations:

- We are both students and teachers: Just as 
Adam taught his descendants, and Job taught 
his children, we are called to pass on faith to 
those who come after us.
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- Proactive faith matters: Job didn’t wait for 
trouble to seek God - he made connection 
with the Divine a regular part of life. We too 
can establish practices that keep us rooted in 
faith, even when things are going well.

- We are responsible for one another: Job’s 
concern for his children’s hearts reminds us 
that we are part of a community - our faith 
affects others, and we have a role in 
supporting their spiritual growth.

- Ancient traditions still matter: The practices 
we have today - prayer, sacrifice (now 
replaced by acts of loving-kindness), seeking 
forgiveness - trace back to the earliest days of 
humanity, connecting us to our deepest roots.

 A Beautiful Parallel

 Adam lived in a world that had lost its perfect 
connection to God, yet he worked to rebuild 
that relationship for future generations. Job 

Crea
ted

 w
ith




MobiO
ffic

e



lived in a world where faith was not always 
easy, yet he maintained his devotion and 
taught his family to seek God. Both show us 
that no matter the circumstances, we can be 
bridges between the divine and the human, 
between past and future.

The sages say: "Adam planted the seeds of 
faith; Job watered them. Together, they 
showed us that faith can grow even in the 
harshest soil."

Jobs Chapter 1 & 2

Shalom! You’re absolutely right - that’s 
exactly what the opening chapters of Job 
present, and it’s one of the most powerful 
and challenging parts of the book. Let’s 
explore this deeply, as the sages have much 
to teach about why God allows such tests, 
and what they mean for us.

What the Text Says
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In Chapters 1 and 2:

- God calls Job "blameless and upright, one 
who fears God and turns away from evil" (Job 
1:8).

- The Satan (which means "the accuser" or 
"the adversary" - not the devil as we often 
think of him today) challenges this, saying Job 
is only faithful because God has blessed him 
with wealth, family, and health.

- God allows the Satan to test Job - first taking 
away his possessions and children, then 
striking him with painful boils - but sets clear 
boundaries: the Satan cannot take Job’s life.

- Through it all, Job remains faithful: "Naked I 
came from my mother’s womb, and naked 
shall I return there; the Lord gave, and the 
Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord" (Job 1:21).

What the Sages Teach About This
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The idea that God allows testing is not easy to 
accept, but the rabbis offer profound insights:

1. The Satan is Not God’s Enemy

Unlike in later traditions where the devil is 
opposed to God, in Torah the Satan is a 
minister of God - one who tests people to 
reveal their true character. The sages say the 
Satan’s role is like that of a goldsmith who 
tests metal with fire to see its purity.Rabbi 
Akiva taught: "Just as gold is tested in fire, so 
are righteous people tested in suffering."

2. Testing Is Not About Punishment - It’s 
About Revelation

God already knows Job is faithful - the test is 
not for God’s benefit, but for Job’s, and for 
ours. It reveals that Job’s faith is not based on 
what he receives from God, but on his deep 
trust in God’s goodness even when life is 
hard. The Midrash says: "God wanted the
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world to know that there are people who 
serve God out of love, not out of desire for 
reward."

3. Boundaries Are Essential

God does not allow unlimited testing - in 
Chapter 1, the Satan cannot touch Job 
himself; 

in Chapter 2, he cannot take Job’s life. This 
teaches that while we may face trials, God 
never abandons us or allows us to be tested 
beyond our ability to endure (1 Corinthians 
10:13 - a teaching that echoes Torah 
principles).
13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is 
common to man, but God is faithful, who will not allow 
you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that 
you will be able to endure it. 1 Corinthians 10:13 (LSB 
Strong's)

4. The Test Is Also for the Satan
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The sages say the Satan needed to learn that 
righteousness is real and not just a product of 
comfort. When Job remained faithful, the 
Satan was proven wrong - this teaches us that 
even doubt and accusation can be overcome 
by genuine faith.

Why This Matters for Us

The opening chapters of Job raise difficult 
questions about suffering and divine 
sovereignty, but they also offer hope:

- Our Faith Can Be Stronger Than 
Circumstance: Job’s story shows that we can 
maintain our trust in God even when life falls 
apart.

- God Respects Our Free Will: The test works 
only because Job has the freedom to choose 
how he responds. God does not force faith - it 
must be freely given.
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- Suffering Does Not Mean God Has 
Abandoned Us: Job never doubts that God is 
present, even when he doesn’t understand 
why he is suffering. This teaches us to look for 
God’s presence even in dark times.

A Key Distinction

It’s important to note that the Hebrew word 
"Satan" here refers to a role, not a person. 
The "accuser" represents the part of 
ourselves (or the world) that questions 
whether our faith is genuine. The test is not 
about God and the Satan fighting over Job - 
it’s about Job discovering the depth of his 
own faith.

The sages also teach that while God allows 
tests, God also provides comfort and strength 
to endure them. Job may have lost 
everything, but he still had his faith - and that 
was enough to carry him through.
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Final Thought

Chapters 1 and 2 set the stage for the rest of 
the book - they ask the question: Can faith 
survive when all external supports are 
removed? Job’s answer is yes, and in doing 
so, he shows us that true faith is not about 
what we have, but about who we are in 
relation to God.
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